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Bill Type and Number:    Ordinance 2014-666
Sponsor: Council Member Boyer:
Date of Introduction: October 14, 2014
Committee(s) of Reference: R; TEU; F
Date of Analysis: October 17, 2014
Type of Action: Ordinance Amendment
Bill Summary: This ordinance amends Chapter 804 (Jacksonville Traffic Code) Ordinance Code; Creating New section 804.406 (Speed Limit Reduction on Local Roads by Petition), Ordinance Code, to Provide for a Petition Process for Reduction of Speed Limits on Local Roads.
Background Information:  Residents are seeking opportunities to lower speed limits on public residential streets similar to the lower posted speed limits found throughout the City on private streets. As freeways and arterial routes in the City become more congested, motorists often seek alternative routes, utilizing local streets; neighborhoods are impacted with additional traffic. This proposed legislation would enable a neighborhood homeowner’s association or group of residents to petition to have the speed limit on a local road within a residence district reduced from 30 miles per hour to a maximum speed limit of 20 or 25 miles per hour on local streets.  The petition form would be generated by the Department of Public Works.  The process would entail the neighborhood group filing the petition to contact their Council Member; the Council Member would proceed to schedule a public meeting with the Traffic Engineering Division and JFRD to discuss the proposed petition.  After the scheduled meeting, the neighborhood group has to circulate the petition to affected property owners (owners of property along the road segment of the local road in question).  At least 75% of the property owners of the local road segment impacted must be in accord with the proposed speed limit change.  Once the petition process is completed, the Public Works Department will invoice the neighborhood for 50% of the costs for signage and other applicable costs. To complete the process, the City Highway Engineer has to determine if the changes conform with FDOT criteria for speed zoning and are reasonable; the Sheriff’s input and approval is required, as well.
Policy Impact: Speed limits on local streets
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Jackson
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